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1/  Correspondence and related papers including draft and 
delivered speeches, press cuttings and other materials 
concerning the proposed changes of the state prayers within 
the Church of Ireland, following the state’s intention to declare 
an Irish Republic, by repealing the External Relations Act 
 
1/1/1-5 
Correspondence in five folders 
[213 items] 
1948-1950 
For the detailed list of this material, compiled by Dr Miriam Moffitt, click here 
 
1/1/2 
File of related press cuttings, Maude’s draft and delivered speeches to the East 
Glendalough Clerical Society, September 1949, and the Dublin & Glendalough 
Diocesan Synod, October 1949, with related agenda papers, draft alternative prayers 
and other items. 
1949 
 
1/1/3 
File of agenda papers, Maude’s draft and delivered speeches at the General Synod 
1949, some briefings provided by him for the sub-committee of the Standing 
Committee, and further press cuttings. 
1949-50 
 
 
 
 

/2  Box of correspondence and related materials concerning a 
then proposed reduction of the number of bishops of the 
Church of Ireland, the amalgamation of parishes by the City 
and Town Parishes Commission, and arising establishment of 
the 'Episcopal Fund' by Maude and others, 1949-1952, as 
follows: 
 
2/1 
Letters to and from Maude, including draft letters concerning his opposition to the 
proposed reduction of the number of bishops of the Church of Ireland, by the 
Commission of Financial Reconstruction of the General Synod. 
 
These items reveals much about Maude’s opposition to the general policies of that 
commission; and alternative solutions and proposals to preserve the episcopacy, 
including the establishment of the Episcopal Fund to raise additional stipends. 
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The principal correspondents are Dominick Browne, Castlebar, County Mayo; Lord 
Farnham (particularly in relation to saving the bishopric of Kilmore, Elphin and 
Ardagh); Hugh Boyd of Ballycastle, County Antrim; and several bishops, particularly 
the Rt Revd Robert McNeill Boyd (Bishop of Derry 1945-1958) in addition to several 
other supporting individuals. 
[70 items] 
25 November 1949 - 31 December 1950. 
 
2/2 
Letters concerning Maude and Dominick Browne's appeal for donations to the 
Episcopal Fund  
 
Includes letter of reprimand from the Rev. E. G. Sullivan, Archdeacon of Dublin to 
Maude and Browne, for sending appeals to public companies and business concerns, 
which, he explained they were not sanctioned to do by the General Synod (see nos. 15 
and 16). Also, a revealing letter from the Bishop Boyd (of Derry) to Dominick Browne, 
alluding to their "confidential talks" about the proposed reduction of the number of 
bishops, including reference to the 'winning over of the primate, who has been 
surprised and pleased by the interest of ordinary laymen' in the issue (see no. 42). 
Also, useful summary of the progress of the Episcopal Fund campaign by Benjamin 
Plunket (no. 89). 
[95 items] 
1 January - 23 December 1951 
 
2/3/ 
Letters of support, letters against, and letters from 'those unsure' about the Episcopal 
Fund, as follows: 
 
2/3/1 
Bundle of letters from individuals pledging financial support for Maude's fund, 
together with an extensive typewritten list of names and addresses of supporters [with 
corresponding reference numbers to items of correspondence in the file]. This provides 
an insight into the protestant businesses and some individuals,  
north and south, prepared to give financial support to the Church of Ireland at this 
time. 
[303 items] 
8 December 1950 - July 1951 [list extends to 8 April 1952]. 
 
 
2/3/2 
File of 'No' letters from individuals unable to support the fund, together with Maude's 
draft replies. Also odd letters to and from Dominick Browne, the Bishop of Derry and 
Lord Farnham about same. 
[70 items] 
December 1950 - March 1951 and undated. 
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2/3/3 
Letters from file marked 'P', probably denoting 'possibles'- i.e. possible subscribers to 
the fund, some annotated with remarks in Maude's handwriting such as 'I hope this 
means something!', together with a handwritten list of assurance companies and banks 
throughout Ireland, presumably whom Maude intended approaching for financial 
support. 
[60 items] 
7 December 1950 - 21 April 1951 
 
2/3/4 
Correspondence relating to the Episcopal Fund, matched with the responses of various 
diocesan groups, parish vestries and committees to fund-raising efforts. Includes an 
undated list of contributors to the fund from Kiltullagh Parish, (diocese of Tuam) and 
letters concerning the appointment of two trustees (Lord William Beresford of 
Stradbally, County Wexford, and Mr Benjamin Plunket) for the fund, following 
dissolution of the Commission of Financial Reconstruction at the General Synod of 
May 1952.  
[27 items] 
14 January - 15 November 1952 
 
2/3/5 
Correspondence, including draft out-going letters concerning Maude's opposition to 
Bill No. 6 before the General Synod of 1953, proposing the postponement of the 
election of a bishop to the see of Killaloe and Kilfenora.  Includes several letters to and 
from other prominent laymen in that diocese, including Joseph Wallace, Roscrea, 
County Tipperary; Lord Rosse, Birr Castle, County Offaly; as well as the primate, 
Archbishop Gregg. Also one extensive letter from J.H. Malcolm, Callan, County 
Kilkenny, dated 28 April 1953, referring to the alteration of the state prayers in the 
Book of Common Prayer, and his perceived fears that Protestant rights in the republic 
had been reduced as a result, revealing much about confused loyalties of some 
members of the Church of Ireland at this time. 
[13 items] 
17 April - 7 May 1953 
 
2/3/6 
Drafts of circular letters appealing for donations to the Episcopal Fund, including draft 
letter to be sent to various bishops of the Church of Ireland, whom Maude did not 
know very well. Includes some typewritten copies of these letters signed by Maude 
and Dominick Browne, and by Plunket and Beresford, trustees of the fund. 
December 1950 - June 1952. 
 
2/3/7 
Undated correspondence to and from Maude, regarding the Episcopal Fund, 
including some drafts of letters to the primate and other bishops and clergy. One letter  
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of particular interest is from Commander J.H. Malcolm, Callan, County Kildare, in 
which he expresses his disappointment at the changing attitude of the House of 
Bishops. 
[21 items] 
All undated 
 
2/3/8 
Small bundle of correspondence concerning the City and Town Parishes Commission 
of the General Synod, mainly with regard to the future of parishes in the Dublin 
diocesan area, and the proposed amalgamation of these parishes, together with draft 
letters and notes revealing Maude's opinions. 
20 April 1950 - 19 January 1951 
 
2/3/9 
Miscellaneous items of correspondence about odd issues, mostly relevant to the Joint 
Diocesan Council of the dioceses of Dublin, Glendalough and Kildare, including the 
Church of Rome’s declaration of the doctrine of the Assumption as an article of faith. 
[16 items] 
25 July 1949 - 1 December 1950, and undated 
 
 
 

3/ Other materials (not main correspondence files) relative to 
the Episcopal Fund, as follows: 
 
3/1 
Confidential reports, resolutions, agendas and minutes of meetings of the Commission 
of Financial Reconstruction of the General Synod, outlining its controversial plans to 
reduce funds for episcopal funds.  
[15 items] 
January 1950 - May 1951. 
 
3/2 
Maude's speeches and draft speeches delivered at the General Synod and at the 
Commission of Financial Reconstruction, concerning the central Episcopal Fund, and 
against the bill proposing to leave the see of Killaloe vacant, following the retirement 
of the last bishop. 
[5 items] 
1950-1953 
 
3/3 
Resolutions and statements of various diocesan and parish committees (including the 
diocese of Derry and Raphoe, the diocese of Connor, the diocese of Kilmore, and the 
select vestry Armoy parish (Connor diocese) County Antrim, against the reduction of 
the number of bishops in the Church of Ireland, and pledging support for any appeal 
for funds to increase episcopal stipends. Also, copies of the Bishop of Derry's scheme 
to provide for the upkeep of episcopal residences [undated], marked confidential; and 



RCB Library MS 262/ 
 

copy of 'Review of the considerations relating to the number of bishops in the Church 
of Ireland'. 
[6 items] 
Undated 
 
3/4 
Extensive lists of names and addresses of all the synodsmen, parochial nominators and 
others of influence in each diocese of the Church of Ireland, together with a list of 
members of the Kildare Street Club, compiled for the purposes of a postal appeal for 
contributions to the Episcopal Fund. Hundreds of names and addresses, listed by 
individual diocese. 
Undated 
 
3/5 
Drafts and typescripts of a document entitled 'Basis of calculation (episcopal stipends)', 
outlining how all stipends may be increased to a minimum of £1,900 per annum for 
bishops, and £3,000 per annum for archbishops. Includes calculations of stipends by 
individual diocese. 
Undated 
 
3/6 
Six cash receipt books (December 1950-April 1952) and lodgement book (December 
1950-April 1952) for the Episcopal Fund, the latter in the names of Hugh A. C. Maude, 
and Brigadier Dominick Browne. 
1950- 1952 
 
3/7 
Rough notes and jottings made by Hugh A. C. Maude at meetings concerning the 
Episcopal Fund, mostly rough calculations of salaries and expenses for clergy of 
specific dioceses. Also, notices advertising information meetings for potential 
interested subscribers. 
1950, 1951 
 
3/8 
Bundle of correspondence, much of it with Canon W. C. Simpson, rector of St. 
Bartholomew's, Dublin, relating to a series of sermons preached by Simpson about the 
pastoral office of Church of Ireland bishops, and the need to protect the existing 
episcopate, April 1951. Includes odd St Bartholomew's Commentary Calendar and Year 
Book 1950-51, and a copy of sermon preached by the Chaplain General, the Revd 
Canon F. L. Hughes, at the Festival Service, St. Margaret's Westminster, on the 
development and maintenance of the Anglican Church in Gibraltar, July 1950. 
1950-1951 
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4/ Miscellaneous printed items, mostly press-cuttings and 
synod reports, as follows: 
 
4/1 
Presscuttings from the Church of Ireland Gazette, and the Londonderry Sentinal, mostly 
relating to the position of Irish Protestants and strength of the papacy. Also, extract 
from British League for European Freedom. 
April - December 1950. 
 
4/2 
Press-cuttings from the Church of Ireland Gazette, Londonderry Sentinel, Belfast Newsletter, 
Belfast Telegraph, and Cork Examiner, relative to proceedings at the General Synod of 
1951. 
 
4/3 
Miscellaneous presscuttings about the proposed reduction of bishops; the growth of 
the church in America; the convocation of Canterbury, 1952. Further press-cuttings 
concerning the General Synod, 1953. A few undated press-cuttings on livings for 
parsons; brighter churches; and international communism. 
1952-1953 
 
4/4 
Various printed papers, as follows: 
 
Report of the Dublin Diocesan Council and Glendalough and Kildare Diocesan 
Councils, presented to the General Synod of the Church of Ireland, 1950 (three copies);  
 
Printed proceedings of various committees presented at the General Synod of the 
Church of Ireland, 1951, together with agenda papers for each day of the synod: 
 
Printed proceedings of various committees presented at the General Synod, 1953, 
together with agenda papers and motions for that synod. 
 
4/5 
Map of Ireland, 12 miles to one inch, on which Maude has marked diocesan 
boundaries, and made marginal annotations.  
Undated 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


