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Local Partnerships 

A theological & pastoral reflection 
 
 

The aim of this pamphlet by the Church of Ireland’s Church in Society Committee is to 
encourage the church in the Republic of Ireland into more effective thought and action in 
social engagement and social care. 
 
The thoughts here sat down rest upon scripture, tradition and reason.  They therefore cover 
the biblical teaching on social care, the history of this aspect of the church’s life and work and 
the case in favour of thought and action now. 
 
Prominence is given to the actual context of social action as we now find it in the Republic of 
Ireland.  The voluntary principle is upheld, with the strengths that it has and the challenges that 
it faces.  Attention is drawn to the widespread use of local partnerships, where volunteers work 
hand in hand with the statutory agencies to provide the necessary services.  The government’s 
stress on the whole area of active citizenship is fully acknowledged. 
 
We are not shy of the critical approach.  We face our weaknesses and we are straightforward 
about our often problematic history.  At the same time we point out our strengths and our 
many opportunities.  We are radical and perhaps even challenging where we feel that we 
should be.  At the same time we are constructive.  To be credible and effective the church 
needs, we believe, to be critical of itself and to learn to stand beside people to minister among 
them, not to stand over them to minister to them.  This is not necessarily an easy lesson to learn, 
but we believe it to be the right thing.  We give a (deliberately small) number of examples.  As 
an appendix, last but certainly not least, we offer a guide for use in the parish, which sets out 
the what, the how, the why and the where of action as we believe it should be now. 
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